
Maths Parent Workshop 

Nick Marsh – Maths lead



What we will cover today

• How we teach maths at Fox
• Key concepts covered in Key Stage 1
• How you can support home 



What is teaching for Mastery?



What does it mean to Master something?

• I know how to do it
• It becomes automatic and I don’t need to think about it 

e.g. driving a car
• I’m really good at doing it
• I understand what I am doing
• I can show someone else how to do it.



What is teaching for mastery? 

Teach less but teach it better

Go slow to go fast

Go deep to build firm foundations - depth is simplicity, not complexity, so 
accessible for all

Whole class teaching – to maximise teacher input with additional pre-
teaching/intervention for those who need it. 



Going deep to build firm foundations



Revisiting key concepts throughout our curriculum 

Year 1



Revisiting key concepts throughout our curriculum 

Year 2



How do we teach Maths at Fox?



Concrete > Pictorial > Abstract

If children play with mathematical objects before they are asked to solve 
problems with them, they are more successful and more creative.



Representations – Concrete  



Pictorial 



Abstract 

10-7= 3 1+1+1= 3
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https://www.ncetm.org.uk/masterypd


How do we teach maths? 

There is a great emphasis on speaking and listening
• Vocabulary
• Questioning
• Mathematical Vocabulary
• Reasoning and explanation 
• Pushing the children to answer in full sentences with sentence scaffolds.  

This is an essential part of children showing they have mastered a concept.
Can they explain their understanding.
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4 3 3

Which of these doesn’t represent three?

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/masterypd


Consolidating foundational skills



Key stage 1 - consolidating key foundational skills 

• Subitising 
• Cardinality, ordinality and counting
• Composition 
• Comparison 



Subitising 

How many? Same/different 
More/fewer/equal to
Altogether 
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Cardinality, ordinality and counting 

• Knowing the final number is the number of the total 
• Counting in order, counting on, counting backwards
• 1:1 correspondence with objects
• Recognising numerals



Composition 

Add
Plus 
Addition 
Minus
Subtract
Take away 
Subtraction 

Part part whole 
Equation 
Is equal to



Comparison 

• More and fewer • Greater and less



Fluency - Key strategies



How do we teach maths? 

Fluency forms a key part of our teaching…but fluency is not just about speed.
It is about being efficient, flexible and accurate.

Mastery of number bonds is a key focus of Key Stage 1.

• Memorising facts
• Using and applying these facts.
• Making patterns and connections.
• Understanding mathematical laws. 



How do we teach maths? 



How do we teach maths? 

Key strategies in Year 1
• Counting forward and backwards within 100
• Adding 1 (e.g. 7 + 1 and 1 + 7)
• Doubles 
• Adding 2 (e.g. 4 + 2 and 2 + 4)
• Number bonds to 10 (e.g. 8 + 2 and 2 + 8(Questioning
• Adding 10 to a number (e.g. 5 + 10 and 10  + 5)
• Adding 0 to a number (e.g. 3 + 0 and 0 + 3)
• The ones without families: 5 + 3, 3 + 5, 6 + 3, 3 + 6)   



How do we teach maths? 

Key strategies in Year 2

Focus more on knowing or deriving facts
• Doubles: 7 + 7
• Near doubles: 8 + 9 = 8 + 8 + 1
• Bridging: 8 + 9 = 8 + 2 + 7
• Compensation: 8 + 9 = 7 + 10
• Skip counting in 2s, 5s, 10s



Key representations



Part-part-whole model
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3 2
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1.2 Part–part–whole – Steps 4:4

5

1 4
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Tens frame
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Doubles

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/masterypd
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B ridging 10

7 + 5 = 7 + 3 + 2 = 10 + 2

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/masterypd
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B ridging 10

+

3 2

7 + 3

10 + 2

7 5

= 10

= 12

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/masterypd
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B ridging 10

12 − 4 = 8

12 − 2 = 10
10 − 2 = 8

12 − 4 = 8

− 4 = 6

6  = 8

12 − 4 = 8

10 

+ 2

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/masterypd


Supporting at home



How can you support fluency at home? 

Lots of practise at home!

Short and regular (5 - 10 minutes per day)



How can you support at home? 

Curriculum > Knowledge organisers



How can you support at home? 



Picture books







https://www.fox.rbkc.sch.uk/parent-workshops/
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