
Maths Parent Workshop 

Verity Corbett – EYFS Year Group Lead
Nick Marsh – Maths lead



What we will cover today

• End of Reception expectations
• How we teach maths in Reception 
• How we teach maths at Fox
• Key concepts and foundational skills
• How you can support home 



Where are we aiming to be by the end of the year?

Children in Reception are assessed against Early 
Learning Goals. Two of these are based around 
maths. By the end of the year, we hope children 
have mastered these skills.

Emphasis is on mastery of the number system 
within 10 verbally and being able to reason.



Number

- Have a deep understanding of numbers to 10 
(including the composition of each number)

- Subitise up to 5
- Automatically recall number bonds to 5 

(including subtraction)
- Recall some number bonds to 10 (including 

subtraction and double facts)



Numerical Pattern

- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the 
pattern of the counting system 

- Compare quantities up to 10 in different 
contexts, using greater/less and more/fewer

- Explore and represent patterns within numbers 
to 10:
- Odds and evens
- Doubles 
- Grouping and sharing



Non-statutory – Shape, Space and Measure 

• Name basic 2D and 3D shapes and discuss simple 
properties

• Times of day (days of the week, morning, afternoon, 
evening) 

• Compare based on:
• Size
• Weight 
• Length 
• Capacity 



What is teaching for mastery? 

Teach less but teach it better

Go slow to go fast

Go deep to build firm foundations - depth is simplicity, not 
complexity, so accessible for all

Whole class teaching – to maximise teacher input with additional 
pre-teaching/intervention for those who need it. 



What does that look like?

• I know how to do it
• It becomes automatic and I don’t need to think about it 

e.g. driving a car
• I’m really good at doing it
• I understand what I am doing
• I can show someone else how to do it.



Revisiting throughout our curriculum 



How do we teach maths? 

• 3 taught maths lessons per week 
• NCETM Mastering Number 
• Maths area in the classroom 
• Introduce one number per week 



Concrete  Pictorial  Abstract

If children play with mathematical objects before they are asked to 
solve problems with them, they are more successful and more 
creative.



Representations – Concrete  



Pictorial 



Abstract 

10-7= 3
1+1+1= 3



Key foundational skills 

• Subitising 
• Cardinality, ordinality and counting
• Composition 
• Comparison 



Subitising 

How many? Same/different 
More/fewer/equal to
Altogether 



Cardinality, ordinality and counting 

• Knowing the final number is the number of the total 
• Counting in order, counting on, counting backwards
• 1:1 correspondence with objects
• Recognising numerals



Composition 

Add
Plus 
Addition 
Minus
Subtract
Take away 
Subtraction 

Part part whole 
Equation 
Is equal to



Composition 





Concrete, pictorial and abstract coming together



Comparison 

• More and fewer • Greater and less



Developing number sense



How can you support at home? 



Picture books







https://www.fox.rbkc.sch.uk/parent-workshops/
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