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PART 3
What will we cover?

• Quick phonics re-cap!

• Reading with your child

• Early writing

• Sentence writing 



Phonemes covered so far 

• PHASE 2: 

s  a  t  p  i n  m  d  g  o  c  k  ck e  u  r  
h  b  f  l

j  v  w  x  y  z zz qu ff ll ss



PHASE 3
• Children begin to learn the first representation of 

digraphs

• Digraphs

ch sh th (then / thick)  ng ay  ee igh ow oo
oo

ar or  air  ir ou oy ire  ear  ure

NB!  We refer to the digraphs by the letter names and 
do the same when spelling out tricky words 



How many phonemes are there in the 
following words?

mop tent

shampoo pure

start chip

high shout



Expectations by the end of 
Reception

EARLY LEARNING GOAL

• Reading
Children read and understand simple sentences. They 
use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and 
read them aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words. They demonstrate an 
understanding when talking with others about what 
they have read. 



Reading with your child 

• Our primary strategy is sounding out
• Say the sounds in each word, pointing at them with your 

reading finger
• Blend the sounds together to make the word
• Continue to the end of the sentence
• Go back and say the full sentence without sounding out –

needs lots of support!
• Check for understanding (‘What just happened?), ask for a 

prediction (‘What might happen next?’)
• At the end of the book, check for overall understanding -

‘Who made a mess?’ What did he dig up? What did the dog 
say at the end?’



Reading strategies

I checked it made sense 

I remembered it from a 
previous page 



Reading with your child 



Reading to your child  

• Only stop reading to your child when 
they refuse to let you do it anymore!

• Books that you read to your children 
will be richer and offer more 
opportunities for discussion

Retrieval

Inference 



Key points 

• Please keep reading to your child! 

• Give them a word if they don’t know it / can’t 
sound it out

• Let them use other strategies as well as 
sounding out when necessary

• Fluency takes time to develop

• Model reading for pleasure and for meaning



Expectations by the end of 
Reception

EARLY LEARNING GOAL

• Writing
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in 
ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write 
some irregular common words. They write sentences 
which can be read by themselves and others. Some 
words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically 
plausible. 



Writing
Name 

CVC words  

Captions/labels using known sounds 
and tricky words  

Filling in missing 
words in sentences  

Simple sentences eg. The dog 
is sad. 

Short, simple narratives/explanations 



Writing

• For children who struggle to hold and move a pen, they need plenty 
of opportunities to develop their gross and fine motor skills

• Gross: weight-bearing activities, deep pressure exercises, monkey 
bars, wheel-barrow races, climbing ropes, hanging, lifting

• Fine: tweezers, threading, practising mark making in a range of 
contexts, using different writing tools, writing on the wall and floor, 
using levers and pulleys, playdough, lego, building blocks, buttons 
and poppers, digging, sand play

Children need to develop their core and 
shoulder strength before their hand 

strength



Writing

• Think about contexts that will motivate your child to write –
they will want to feel their writing has a purpose

• Let them watch you write for a variety of purposes – bring 
their attention to your role as a writer and think aloud

• Think about scale and size…
• Writing doesn’t need to involve paper and a pencil 
• Encourage your child to read their writing to you even if you 

find it unrecognisable
• Any attempts at writing should be celebrated!



Writing



Making Sentences
• Ask them what they want to write.
• Make it into a short, manageable sentence, e.g. “I went on the swings at 

the park.”
• Say the sentence 2 or 3 times.
• Count the words of the sentence on your fingers.

• Act out capital letters, finger spaces and full stops whilst saying the 
sentence aloud

• What was the first word?  Do you know how to spell it?  Write the first 
word.

• Read the word they wrote.  Say the whole sentence again counting the 
words.  Which word do we have to write next?

• Do you know how to spell that word?  Stretch the word (say it slowly).  
What does it begin with?  What else can you hear?

• Write the letters that match the sounds they can hear in the word.

• Read the sentence so far.  What is the next word?
• Keep repeating the above steps until they have finished the sentence.
• Read the sentence back together



Writing



Growth Praise 



• Thank you!

• Physical Development Workshop:

Thursday 23rd March 8.30-9.30am


